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No Alert Indicators Found on Photography of Soviet Air Defense Airfields

An IAS study to investigate whether the alert posture of Soviet Fighter
Aviation of Air Defense (IA/PVO) can be determined from satellite photography
has produced negative results.

Forty-five of the 93 Soviet PVO airfields, representing all ten air
defense districts, were studied under normal conditions and also under two
circumstances when increased readiness would be expected. The first such
circumstance was the period just prior to the Czechoslovakian crisis in
the summer of [968. The second was The period of a large-scale military

exercise in the Soviet Far East in [ ] 25X1D

The study revealed a wide range in the number of aircraft on strip
alert at PVO airfields during normal conditions, and no consistent pattern
of change in this number during the crisis and exercise periods. Aircraft
were considered to be on strip alert when they were seen on the alert apron
at the end of the taxiway at each PVO base.

No other indicators could be found in either the appearance of the
aircraft or ftheir surroundings by which to determine an alert posture.
No significant change was observed in the number of aircraft which were
canvas covered or armed with air-to-air missiles, in the level of activity
visible at buildings adjacent to the alert aprons, in the amount of support
equipment, or in the number of air-to-air missiles seen at the airfield
storage and handling facilities.
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